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working at bowling
do flawless lawn. The discrete
patch of kikuyu growing in his

is, however, not
that. Tree roots suck the moisture
out of it and it takes a pummelling
from Shaw’s four children. As his
kidslnvegmwn. Shawhasbeen

g hisp
mnllerbmieissdnnot
encuywhathehadinmind.

Shaw's next idea is to give it more of

aslope. ting two merging
sf\x.ebdle\tshemllm( the
impact of tree roots and create a
element as well. The
mantcured knolls will be a

counterpoint to the uneven tuftsof

E:a down the middle of
driveway, also serves as
the front path.

wm% where the car

mdmmemvdaneglectedm

oihes pactof e grdenSow
part Shaw

torches it with a gas bumer “every

now and dm"’andmdam wo
weeks it is back fluffy and
mnasxfa had come

'Ihewhole is a balance
etween the wild and the polished.
haw; who started domestic

m&capmgzoyemsagn ~in his
pare time from tending bowling

eens — within two years had setup :

business, and has spent years
ercnngon own garden. He will
e.ltisoneofthree
1glesea properties open this
eekend rurasu:f coast thljght
ent hosted by Open
istralia.
Shawahdhiswiﬁe, Simone,
ught their surf coast block about
years ago. It contained some
edy wattles (since removed),

of B

and Phin Murphy. They shook
i thingsupa hxe.

While Sinatra and Murphy are
finely attuned to the natural
attributes and inherent “spirit” of a
site, they also have an eye for the
dramatic, They proposed the
decorative Pistacia chinensis, which
hails from China and provides

genuuuswmmersbadeanﬂwﬂd
: autumn colout, for a prominent
: spot near the front door. '.lbleramof

dry, sandy sites, itis gm
shell-grit courtyard where nlso
prompted Shaw to introduce

bemobusy)iseomingaxmmdto
ShawsaysSinmmdephy

: _Eﬂedhimmmlaxhisp!am

eﬂ:elaynutotthewbole

oonwmdmatmuldan :
: mmry itisnotnecessanly'

en. “They broadened my

: horizons while respecting my

: background and knowledge in the
¢ area. I enjoyed working with them
: and their quirky way of thinking,”

hesays. “I wouldn't have opened
my door to just anyone but they
helped me to clarify that a strictly

He likes plants
to sit well ...

and pique

e e e i
t e ) :
! enam%ied&mwm splash out with YOUI' interest
can blood lilies with their
: indigenous garden was not where |
ms.ithonlynowﬁmshaw - was heading. [am nota puristand
recreate the bush

Sﬁaw he wants a garden
thatis “lively and colourful and
: makes you feel you have arrived

© On show: Poter Shaw in his Anglesea garden Sunnymeade, which he acknowledges will never be done.

home”. He likes his predominantly

i native plants to sit well with the

: wider natural landscape but to also
{ pique your interest. In the large

. front yard, which takes up most of

: the block, he has Eremophila glabra
: “Silver Ball’ - clipped into silver

¢ balls — while moss-like Scleranthus
¢ biflorus oozes about in yellow-

i green splodges. Nearby is the

¢ ragged prostrate form of Casuarina

uca *Shagpile’ as well as a cluster :
i Shaw has planted in the back

i of white-trunked Eucalyptus victrix
i garden. They have also constructed

i and scatterings of Santolina,

Correa, Rhagodia, Indigofera,
Olearia and others, There are also
raised vegetable beds.

The driveway - at the suggestion :

¢ of Sinatra and Murphy - takes a
: circuitous route from one side of

the block to the other and
meanders past another initiative of
structured lines of planting that
extend at a 90-degree angle from

the garage.
But the central focal pointis a

large, twisting Eucalyptus obliqua
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The gut feehng for a balancing act

IGRAPHY, PETER SHAW

¢ with theatrically angled branches
i Suchisits-and the garden’s other
: eucalypts’ - consumption of water,

however, that Shaw says his soil,

¢ shallow, sandy loam, gets so thirsty
¢ itbecomes hydrophobic. He

: applies wetting agents a couple of
¢ times over summer.

His children have applied - for

¢ purely decorative purposes - white
: paint with a red stripe to the lower

trunk of the forest of Moonahs that

i avariety of tall structures from

¢ sticks and stones. They are at once

i simple and elaborate and tic in with

: Shaw's own stone walling
; throughout the garden.
:  Shawsaysworking with Sinatra
: and Murphy in the garden’s early

: stagesand then spending a decade

: finessing the space has taught him

: totrust his “gut feeling ... You geta
: sense of what colours work well and
: thatif they are right for you they are
¢ right.

Terry Smyth will share her
knowiedge of Chinese plants.

Tour
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